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CALOPTIMA EMPLOYEES AWARD TWO SCHOLARSHIPS  
TO MEMBERS PURSUING HEALTH CARE CAREERS 

 
Local winners include a doctoral candidate and college-bound high school senior 

 
ORANGE, Calif. (December 21, 2020) — To add a bright spot to the end of a challenging year,  
CalOptima employees voluntarily contributed funds to sponsor two member scholarships in 
CalOptima’s fifth annual Scholarship Essay Contest. Members pursuing higher education in the health 
care or social services field were eligible for a $750 award, one each for a current high school senior 
and a current college student. 
 
In their essays, members were asked to share how they have benefited from CalOptima’s services, how 
their current studies will help them in their chosen career and why they are a good candidate to receive 
the scholarship.  
 
Meet the scholarship winners and read an excerpt from their essays below:  
 
Gift Nleko, a second-year marital and family therapy doctoral student  
at Alliant International University (AIU) 

“As a Nigerian-American refugee with a disability, I know what it’s like to need 
and not be able to find a culturally sensitive and communally relevant therapist. 
Hence, I am more understanding of individual differences in clinical practice, 
making it easier to communicate with a larger group of clients. With the support 
of CalOptima’s scholarship, it will be possible for me to continue my education 
at AIU and be closer to attaining my dream career as a doctorate Licensed 
Marriage and Family Therapist to dedicate my life to helping others.”  
 
 

Janelle Franco, a high school senior from Anaheim, who plans to major in linguistics   
“I am forever grateful for CalOptima and its dedication and assistance to  
help low-income families like my own during challenging times. My goal is to 
pursue a degree in linguistics and become a pediatric gastroenterologist. I  
believe words and language help people build relationships, and that is good for 
providers to develop empathy for their patients. Empathy is paramount in science 
and health care.”  

–more– 
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“The care and compassion CalOptima employees have for members is remarkable,” said Richard 
Sanchez, CalOptima Chief Executive Officer. “Their generous donations to the scholarship program 
will have a lasting impact as Ms. Nleko and Ms. Franco obtain the knowledge and skills they need to 
ultimately become our health care colleagues. I appreciate our employees’ kindness and wish our 
winners the best as they continue their educational journeys.”  

### 
 
About CalOptima 
A county organized health system, CalOptima provides publicly funded health care coverage for low-income children, adults, seniors 
and people with disabilities in Orange County, California. CalOptima’s mission is to provide members with access to quality health 
care services delivered in a cost-effective and compassionate manner. In total, CalOptima serves nearly 800,000 members with a 
network of 9,000 primary care doctors and specialists as well as 40 acute and rehab hospitals. 




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		PR_2020-12-21_Scholarship Winners.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 2

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 1

		Passed: 29

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
